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Month more in jail for man tried three times for 2003 rape
Brian Shepherd: Prosecution considering appeal to

.

the state Sentence Review Board.
By JAMES A. KIMBLE
Sunday News Correspondent

BRENTWOOD — A former
Exeter man who went to trial
three times on charges he
raped an acquaintance in 2003
will spend about a month more
in jail, having already served
nearly four years in prison in
the case.
Brian Shepherd of Amesbury, Mass., was tried this year
after the state Supreme Court
reversed his ﬁrst conviction
and granted him a new trial.
His second trial resulted in a
deadlocked jury.
Shepherd was convicted of
aggravated felonious sexual assault when a third jury considered evidence that included his
recorded statements to police
and witnesses.
His sentencing on Wednesday in Rockingham County

Superior Court may not have
marked the end of the 7-yearold case, however.
Deputy County Attorney
Tom Reid said on Friday he is
weighing whether to appeal
Shepherd’s sentence to the
state’s Sentence Review Board.
The three-judge panel has the
option to increase, decrease or
maintain a prison term handed
down in superior court.
After his ﬁrst trial, Shepherd
was serving a 7½- to 15-year
prison term. That sentence
was ordered by the Sentence
Review Board after prosecutors appealed a four- to eightyear sentence handed down by
Judge Tina Nadeau.
Reid disagrees with the latest sentence. Most of it was
suspended despite Shepherd’s
refusal to take sex offender
treatment and his violation of
bail conditions while he was

free between prison stints, according to Reid.
But Shepherd maintained he
was denied such treatment by a
prison ofﬁcial because his case
was on appeal.
“He has been in and out of
jail or prison three times, so
there’s no way they would put
him in the queue for the sex offender treatment program,” his
lawyer, Joe Malﬁtani, said during Shepherd’s sentencing.
Reid presented an e-mail to
the court from an ofﬁcial in the
state’s sex offender program to
back up the claim that Shepherd refused treatment.
Neither Shepherd nor Malﬁtani contested that Shepherd
was arrested for drunken driving in between trials, a violation
of bail. Shepherd also acknowledged he moved to the same
town where the victim lived.
He said he relocated there
— without notifying the court
— because his mother’s house
went into foreclosure. Malﬁtani
said it was his fault the court
was never notiﬁed.

Nadeau sentenced Shepherd
to 7½ to 15 years in state prison, but suspended 3½ years of
the minimum term and all of
the potential maximum. Shepherd will remain on probation
for ﬁve years.
He will still be required to
complete sex offender treatment, but not within the prison.
Shepherd had about 44 days
left to mark his minimum four
years behind bars.
The sentence is one of several points of contention in the
Shepherd case.
The prosecution and defense
sparred over the events leading
up to the assault, which happened the night of Dec. 1, 2003,
at a house party in Exeter.
The victim had blacked out
from drinking alcohol and

smoking marijuana, according
to authorities.
Reid said the victim was
raped by Shepherd and another man.
A judge dismissed the case
against the second man in January 2006 after the victim walked
off the stand while being questioned by the defense.
Malﬁtani says Reid has exaggerated the circumstances of
the case.
Malﬁtani argued the woman
and Shepherd had agreed to
have sex and had planned to
have it before she passed out.
“Mr. Reid has managed to
turn an incident involving 17-,
18-, 19-year-old kids — kids who
wanted to have sex — into the
worst sexual assault case ever
perpetrated,” Malﬁtani said.
Reid countered the woman

still had the right to say no, and
certainly didn’t have the ability
to agree to sex while she was
unconscious.
She also endured harassment by some of Shepherd’s
relatives during the last trial,
Reid said.
“This victim got profane and
nasty e-mails and text messages’’ from one family member,
Reid said.
Malﬁtani said it was regrettable that his client’s family made disparaging remarks
about the victim, but Shepherd
should not be held accountable
for someone else’s actions.
“This has been a difﬁcult ﬁve
years for Mr. Shepherd,” he
said.
“In some respects, it would
have been easier not to be let
out of jail at all.”
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Students with autism
introduced to firefighters
In an emergency:

.

Lights, high-pitched noises
can be very traumatic.
By GRETYL MACALASTER
Sunday News Correspondent

NEWINGTON — For 8-year-old
Tia Carmichael, approaching a
ﬁreﬁghter in uniform without
fear was a big step on Thursday.
Carmichael is one of 27 students at the Birchtree Center
with an autism spectrum disorder who became better acquainted with ﬁre personnel
and ﬁre-drill procedures on
Thursday.
The interactions were as
much an education for local
ﬁreﬁghters as for the students.
“This is an opportunity for
these ﬁrst responders to get to
know our students and learn
more about the challenges our
students face, so they’ll be able
to better help our students in

the event of an emergency,”
said Jessica Files Squier, director of development and community relations for Birchtree.
And if ﬁrst responders can
better communicate with students with autism, there is a
lessened chance of misunderstanding in an emergency situation.
“It is really a dual process,”
Newington Fire Chief Dale Sylvia said.
The Birchtree Center moved
from Portsmouth to Newington last year and has started
doing regular drills with the department.
Students with autism spectrum disorder can be particularly sensitive to the ﬂashing
lights and high-pitched noise
of the ﬁre alarms.
“Anything that happens
spontaneously in the life of a
child with autism can be very
traumatic,” said Christine Guarino, executive director of the
Birchtree Center. “So the practice makes it familiar, and they
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Buy Red And Save Some Green.

Get $100 off ANY Honda EU Series Generator, November 13–29!!*
It’s quiet, reliable power for home, work and play.

100

No appointments are necessary

10%-80% OFF
Designer Bridal Gowns
Designer Gowns without Designer Prices
Maggie Sottero, Midgley, Demetrios,
Jasmine, Alfred Angelo, Many More

Introducing our newest Designer
Allure Bridals
Full Service Bridal Salon
offering on-site alterations

Modern Bride and
Formal Shop
200 Route 101, Bedford, NH • 603-472-4933
www.ModernBrideShop.com
*Sale items not applicable on previous purchases. Payment is due in full at time of purchase.

100

$

YOUR PRICE!

Be Sure To
Ask Your Honda
Power Equipment
dealer about service
specials and annual
maintenance
programs to get the
most out of your
Honda Power
Equipment.

$

INSTANT REBATE*

REGULAR PRICE **
SPECIAL PRICE ***
INSTANT REBATE *
YOUR PRICE!

1,149.95
$
999.00
$
– 100.00
$
899.00

$

INSTANT REBATE*

EU3000is

Honda Handi EU3000i

2,279.95
$
SPECIAL PRICE
1,999.00
$
00
INSTANT REBATE – 100.
$
00
YOUR PRICE! 1,899.

2,429.95
$
SPECIAL PRICE
2,099.00
$
00
INSTANT REBATE – 100.
$
00
YOUR PRICE! 1,999.

EU2000i

929.95
$
799.00
$
– 100.00
$
699.00
$

100

$

INSTANT REBATE*

EU1000i

INSTANT REBATE *

100

$

INSTANT REBATE*

SPECIAL PRICE ***

Friday, Nov. 26
10am-4pm
Saturday, Nov. 27 10am-4pm
Sunday, Nov. 28 12pm-4pm

View our video at www.TheHuntingtonAtNashua.org

Honda Generators
Black
Friday Sale!

REGULAR PRICE **

3 DAYS ONLY!!!

Dream It... Live It!

Fully
Insured

55 Kent Lane, Nashua, NH 03062 | 603-598-1440 or 800-298-6608

OPEN
11:30AM TO 4PM

Our Largest Sale of the Year

• Monthly fees include all utilities, local phone, basic cable, personal
laundry, daily housekeeping, 24-hour licensed medical staff and
on-site unlimited nursing care if needed.

1-877-644-2122

ANTIQUE CENTER

BRIDAL SALE

• Home-like atmosphere with sunny and spacious public areas

www.queencityremodeling.com

Friday 26th 9-5, Saturday 27th 9-5, Sunday 28th 11-4
465 Mast Rd., Goffstown, NH • 624-8668

RESERVE NOW: 627-2677

• Fully furnished private rooms with private baths

Call us NOW...Big Discounts on all
Remodeling & Repair Work.
“Go with the Pro!”

FR O M O U T O F T H E W O O D S

201 Hanover Street, Manchester NH

Hurry, this Rare Opportunity to directly enter our
assisted living won’t be around for long!

Since 1992...celebrating 18 years!

20-50% OFF All Merchandise

All Meals are served w/ Cream of Chicken Soup (Mulligatawny) or
Salad, Mashed Potato, Winter Squash, & Rolls & Butter.
Desserts: $4.50 Apple, Pecan, or Pumpkin Pie, Cheese Cake,
Red Velvet Cake, or Deep Dish Brownie Cake

Assisted Living By The Huntington At Nashua

WE NEED WORK!

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION SALE

Turkey with all the fixin’s....................$14.95
Baked Ham w/ Hawaiian Sauce......... $14.95
Grilled Tenderloin Medallions.............$18.95
North Atlantic Broiled Haddock..........$16.95
Broiled Panko Crumbed Seafood Melange
(Haddock, Scallops, Shrimp)...............$19.95
New York Sirloin Steak w/Maitre d’butter......$21.95

Do Y
You Know About Kent Village?
Village
g

are more able to understand
what the signals mean and respond appropriately.”
So for now, staff are warned
of upcoming ﬁre drills to help
prepare the students. The goal
is to have spontaneous ﬁre
drills like those in typical school
settings.
Students seemed particularly enamored with Newington
Fireﬁghter/EMT Tracy Dudgeon, who was in full ﬁreﬁghting gear.

REGULAR PRICE **

®

$

***

*

Ask about our full line
of Honda Accessories!

REGULAR PRICE **

$

***
*

Special
Financing
Available
†

†

See your Authorized Honda
Power Equipment Dealer for details.
EU2000i Kart • Storage Covers • Collegiate Skins
plus, Parallel Kits, Home Back-Up Transfer Switches & more.

*Instant rebate offered on any new EU Series Honda Generator purchased
Nov.13 through Nov. 29, 2010 except EU6500is. No rain checks.
At participating dealers only.
**Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price. ***Minimum Advertised Price.

JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE ON SAT. NOVEMBER 13TH
• Free Refreshments

• Licensed Electrician available from 10 am – 3 pm

to answer all your questions

1-800-366-7220 naultshonda.com
420 Second Street • Manchester, NH 03102
*The Honda Power Equipment Visa® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Special terms apply to purchases charged with approved credit at participating merchants.
Regular minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional period. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the regular APR if the purchase balance is not paid in full
within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 27.99%. The APR may vary. The APR is given as of 8/22/2010. If you are charged interest in any billing
cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash advances, the cash advance fee is 5% of the amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. Offer expires 12/31/2010.
Please read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to carbon monoxide.
Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. ©2010 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

