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Ex-firefighter from Alton sentenced for arson
Alton: Stark Liedtke, 44,

.

will serve three to 10 years
in prison.
BY CLYNTON NAMUO

Union Leader Correspondent

DOVER — A former Alton ﬁreﬁghter was sentenced to three
to 10 years in prison Tuesday
after pleading guilty to a raft of

arson charges.
Stark Liedtke, 44, of Alton
pleaded guilty to three arson
charges alleging he set ﬁres on
Berry Road in New Durham
in 2006 and 2007. Liedtke also
pleaded guilty to eight other
arson-related charges earlier
this month in Belknap County
for setting ﬁres there.
Liedtke was sentenced to three
to 10 years for the charges out of
both counties in a deal with pros-

ecutors. He also must pay one of
the New Durham property owners $39,000 in restitution and another $625 to the town.
“I do have remorse,” Liedtke
said during his hearing in Strafford County Superior Court.
Alton police arrested Liedtke
in March after he was questioned for being a suspicious
person and smelling of gasoline.
During questioning, he confessed to setting numerous ﬁres

in Alton and New Durham.
Strafford County Attorney
Thomas Velardi said during the
sentencing hearing that Liedtke
made “substantial admissions”
and provided “corroborating
information.” Liedtke’s lawyers
tried to have the admissions
tossed out, but the two sides
reached a plea deal before a
judge ruled on the request.
An arrest afﬁdavit said
Liedtke gave a detailed account

of how he set a set a shed on
Berry Road ablaze.
“If I recall, it went up pretty
quick,” Liedtke told police, according to the afﬁdavit.
Liedtke has confessed to setting 11 ﬁres in Alton and New
Durham, the afﬁdavit said.
“Stark Liedtke admits that he
ﬁrst began setting ﬁres when he
was a teenager and expressed
difﬁculty in recalling how many
he has set and where they were

located,” the afﬁdavit says.
He was ﬁred from the Alton
Fire Department after his arrest. He had been a ﬁreﬁghter
and EMT for 22 years.
As part of his plea deal,
Liedtke will not be allowed to be
a ﬁreﬁghter or EMT ever again.
Liedtke has already begun
serving his state prison sentence because he previously
pleaded guilty to the charges in
Belknap County.
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New space a blessing for school
serving children with autism
Birchtree Center:

.

Thanksgiving dinner is
aimed at helping kids
prepare for family meals.
By GRETYL MACALASTER
Union Leader Correspondent

NEWINGTON — Thanksgiving
preparations at Birchtree Center for students with autism
have not always been easy.
Working in cramped space
in their old Portsmouth location, staff hovered over students crammed into a small
gymnasium as they attempted
to introduce the social customs
that come with the holidays.
This year, executive director
Christine Guarino is thankful for a lot, but primarily for
the center’s new space, which
allowed the entire Birchtree
family to celebrate a Thanksgiving dinner together.
In classrooms and kitchens throughout the expanded
center Wednesday, students
ranging in age from 4 to 20
prepared green beans and

Vinny Fusco, 11,
a student at the
Birchtree Center
in Newington,
stretches after
enjoying a
Thanksgiving
preparation
meal on
Wednesday.
The center
serves 27
students with
an autism
spectrum
disorder, and
preparing for
the holiday can
make things
easier for the
students and
families when
the actual event
arrives.

GRETYL MACALASTER

mashed potatoes, made holiday decorations and helped
set tables.
Then, at 1 p.m. for the ﬁrst
time in the center’s history, 25
students plus staff sat down
and enjoyed the meal together.
The meal is more than a
celebration for the students
and staff, it is key in helping
students prepare for a “typical” Thanksgiving dinner with
their families.
Holidays can be a hard time
for students with autism, who
often have heightened sensitivity to noise, new surroundings and new foods. The social
customs of the holiday can
also be difﬁcult for students to
grasp and the stress can sometimes cause outbursts.
“What ends up happening
for some families is they don’t
go out because they are fearful
of the repercussions,” Guarino
said. “This actually helps a
family that a student has had
exposure. They are likely to be
more accepting.”
Guarino told the story of a
student who ate a green bean
for the ﬁrst time at a practice

dinner, and astonished his
family the next day at Thanksgiving by eating the oft-hated
vegetable.
“The challenge for these
kids is generalization of skills,”
Guarino said. “The practice
here is going to give them familiarity so when they do it
again tomorrow, there is some
association through this experience. It helps a great deal.”
Before dinner, music teacher Virginia Macdonald led the
students in a song about giving thanks. Students said they
were grateful for food, music
and movie. Fourteen-yearold Dimitra Pesiridis, an avid
swimmer, said she is grateful
for her goggles.
For Guarino, her gratitude
was in watching her students
enjoy a holiday meal together
comfortably.
“I’m grateful that we’ve been
able to bring the Birchtree
family to a place where we can
celebrate with each other,”
Guarino said. “It is very simple
and for us all to be able to sit
down and partake in this dinner symbolizes that for me.”

COURTESY

Riann Roberts, a volunteer with New Hampshire-based Global DIRT, works triage at a Haitian clinic
dealing with the cholera epidemic.

Relief
most of 2010 in the impoverished nation.
The same day that Marlatt gave his 900-plus Facebook friends the latest, a Pan
American Health Organization
ofﬁcial reported at a news conference that 73 cases of cholera
had been conﬁrmed in Portau-Prince.
Marlatt claims to operate the
only 24-hour on-call ambulance service in Port-au-Prince.
Along with friends and fellow
ex-Marines, the 22-year-old
Stratham resident operates
Global DIRT (Disaster Immediate Response Team), an organization designed to be a ﬁrst
responder to disasters worldwide. It is awaiting approval for
non-proﬁt status.
Global DIRT was conceived
and born in Haiti this year,
where its initiation into disaster relief has involved an earthquake, a hurricane and now a
cholera outbreak. Global DIRT
volunteers also brought a water
puriﬁcation system and medical professionals to Pakistan
after ﬂoods struck the country
this past summer.
“We just go. The UN doesn’t
call anyone,” said Kim Driscoll,
a 22-year-old University of
New Hampshire student who
lives in Dover and serves as the
organization’s volunteer coordinator.
Marlatt spoke to the New
Hampshire Union Leader earlier this week via telephone. He
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said his volunteers were staffing a clinic at Cite Soleil, one of
the poorest and most dangerous neighborhoods in the Haitian capital.
Marlatt said the international organization Medcins Sans
Frontiers operates the clinic
during the day, but Global
DIRT takes over at night, when
it is deemed too dangerous for
the international doctor organization. Were Marlatt and his
colleagues not at the clinic, it’s
likely some of the 140 or so people being treated there would
die from cholera, Marlatt said.
“So far at this clinic, there
haven’t been any deaths on
our shift,” said Marlatt, who
served in the Iraq war as a Marine medic. Marlatt graduated
from Portsmouth Christian
Academy and is now a member
of the Marine reserves Bravo
Company 1/25 Marines based
out of Londonderry.
Global DIRT is small. Driscoll
counts about $50,000 in cash
donations so far, and its volunteers number about 10 in New
Hampshire, about the same in
Haiti.
The organization runs on
youth; no one on the immediate team is older than 25, and
the extended volunteer network doesn’t top 35. It is also
technologically savvy, using
satellite phones, local radio
stations, the Internet, its single ambulance and any other
means necessary to coordinate

supplies throughout the country.
In fact, Marlatt sees information as the main mission
of the organization. Information technology crew members
working out of their homes in
New Hampshire are linking
small clinics, hospitals, nongovernment organizations and
the United Nations.
They trade in information
about medical information
supplies — syringes, medicine,
water puriﬁcation systems,
IV liquids — and personnel.
The database tracks where the
supplies are and where they’re
needed.
Marlatt and his crew transport the supplies in pickup
trucks, borrowed vehicles or
the only ambulance it owns
outright, a former bread truck
converted into a 12-patient
mass-casualty ambulance.
Next, Marlatt hopes to start
creating electronic medical
records for Haitian patients
his organization sees. Marlatt
credits Global DIRT’s success
with what he learned in Iraq,
where his Marine unit worked
in counterinsurgency, or winning the proverbial hearts and
minds of the people.
“It works best with a small
strike team with a speciﬁc set
of skills,” Marlatt said. “The
biggest thing we do is coordination and then bringing local
people in as a force multiplier
like we do in the military.”

ning of 2012, states the paperwork on ﬁle.
The project includes a 1.3acre crushed stone pad at the
Thornton substation to house
a 9,000-gallon oil containment
system and a 1,120-squarefoot control building on a 16.4acre parcel.
About 31,160 square feet of
wetlands are expected to be
ﬁlled, according to the documents ﬁled with the town. The
zoning board has already mandated that PSNH get a permit
from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental
Services for the purpose of ﬁlling the wetlands.

The wetlands have been
classiﬁed by Schauer Environmental Consultants LLC
as “low functional value wetlands,” says the paperwork.
AI Engineers Inc. of Connecticut is performing site
plan development and permitting for the construction
of the substations. One of the
proposed substations is on the
river side of railroad tracks,
and an easement will likely be
sought as a result, according to
Jeffrey Morrissette, assistant
town planner.
The project will be reviewed
by the planning board on Dec.
14.

Substations
PSNH expects to construct
two substations, referred to
as Eagle Transmission and
Thornton Distribution, just
north of the Anheuser-Busch
brewery at 239 Daniel Webster
Highway.
They will be built near existing power lines crossing the
Merrimack River from Litchﬁeld, according to documents
ﬁled with the town’s Community Development Ofﬁce.
The Eagle substation will
likely be built ﬁrst, either at the
end of this year or early next
year, while the Thornton substation is projected to be built
at the end of 2011 or the begin-
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Tree
ﬁre department helps with
the lighting and police from
Manchester and Auburn will
be directing trafﬁc. Other local
donors, including Massabesic
Quick Lube, have contributed
to the lighting.
Pinard said this will be his
ﬁrst year at the lighting since
he retired from city politics. He
is looking forward to the event,
and to seeing his neighbors and
local families.
page 5UL0201B1126

CMYK

Continued From Page B1
“The reward is all the kids
with Santa Claus,” said Pinard.
“It brings back memories.”
It will also be a ﬁrst for Corriveau, who has yet to attend a
Massabesic Trafﬁc Circle lighting.
“It’s one of the gateways into
the city. I know I drive by the
trafﬁc circle everyday. It’ll be
nice to see it lit up,” Corriveau
said.
This year also marks the last

year the current tree will be
used for the lighting. As part of
the Cohas Brook Sewer Project, Massabesic Circle will be
renovated by the Manchester
Highway Department. The
work will include a new center
pine tree, a three-spoke walkway, plants and park benches.
It will also include an illuminated sign telling motorists,
“Welcome to Manchester, the
Queen City.”

